
Welcome to Dig In’s first newsletter! 

We hope all is well with you and yours 

Looking forward into 2021 
The current lockdown means that Dig In 

has suspended volunteer sessions for the 

second time in a year. But this doesn’t mean 

that we are all sitting with our feet up! 

We’re busy planning what we could be 

doing in 2021…  

Grow At Home 

Dig In invites all volunteers past and present 

to take part in a ‘Grow At Home’ project. 

We’ll supply the seeds, equipment and 

compost, and show you what to do if 

needed. Help Dig In grow plants for us and 

for sharing with local families!  

New virtual challenge for local families After 2020’s successful Virtual 

Veg Shows, we’re planning to run a new, different virtual challenge for local 

families! More information soon… 

Behind the scenes 

Committee members are also looking at ways to replace the rotten raised beds, and 

also for funds to run the volunteer sessions, workshops and school and groups 

sessions later this year.  
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“Dig In has its own magic whatever the season” 
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Dig In’s 2020 
Dig In had such a good early 2020… the biggest 

volunteer numbers ever in winter, we got loads of 

weeding done, and started a total makeover of the 

Sensory Beds. But we all know what happened 

next... one minute, it seems, we were planting trees 

at a distance, then we were having an email 

committee meeting (we hadn't heard of Zoom yet!)  

and having to close, just for a few weeks, we 

thought... 

The ‘Skeleton Crew’ of committee members and 

Karen worked by themselves to keep things ticking 

over. We had a polytunnel full of veg but no 

volunteers to take it home – so Karen bagged it up 

and cycled or wheelbarrowed it to local food 

projects. We are grateful to the Big Lottery for their 

flexibility with our funding. 

How do you be a community garden when the 

community can’t come in? Well, we went to them -  

at a distance and online of course! We ran THREE 

virtual events to replace our usual Summer and 

Pumpkin events.  

The Virtual Veg Show 

The Virtual Veg Show had 8 classes in two parts. Part 

1 was quick, easy growing for families stuck indoors 

– cress heads (see above), miniature gardens, 

windowsill salads and sprouting veg. It was judged 

at the end of May. Part 2 took longer – sunflowers, 

veg and flower pot or plots, and wildflowers – and 

was judged in late August.  
Family choosing seed kits 

Chard in the polytunnel 



 

Karen made up seed kits and grew ‘mini-pots’ of veg 

and flowers to give out to local schools and to local 

families, with ‘How To Do’ videos shot by Debbie 

and Kath, and instruction leaflets.  

The winners of the Virtual Veg Show were selected 

by the Dig In committee, and shopping voucher 

prizes delivered at a distance – with a handy litter-

picker! It was great to meet so many lovely families 

and to feel we were helping lockdown be a little bit 

less grim. 

The Virtual Pumpkin Festival 

The Virtual Veg Show went so well that we decide 

to do it all over again with the Autumn event and a 

Virtual Pumpkin Festival. Stapleford families did us 

proud with their entries to the Pumpkin-Carving Competition, only a few of which 

we have space to show here. This time we had a special guest helping with the 

judging and prize-giving - Stapleford Town Mayor Councillor Richard MacRae. 

Richard even bought a bike specially for the prize-giving!  

The volunteers return! 

As well as doing all this, the Dig In 

Committee and Karen were working hard 

to equip Dig In for safe re-opening. With a 

tippy-tap for hand-washing, sanitiser for the 

loo, a one-way system and a thorough risk 

assessment, we were ready to go. We 

welcomed the first team back to Dig In on 

1st August. Even though we have worked 

in much smaller groups since then, we’ve 

still had a great time – and have managed 

to get lots of gardening done!  

First session back! 

Mayor Cllr Richard MacRae 



Some Facts about Dig In… 

 Dig In is based on Albany 
Allotments, one of 5 Stapleford 
Town Council sites.  

 Dig in has been open since 2004, 

and a Decade of Dig In was 

celebrated on 26 August 2014.  

 Pulp Friction was launched with 

their soft fruit area in July 2011. 

 The Eco-loo opened in April 2013! 

 Many volunteers have been 

involved for over 10 years. 

 Dig In works with local schools, the 

Arthur Mee Centre, and local 

Rainbows, Brownies and Beavers.  

 We also have vegetable beds used 

by local childminders.  

 

 Dig In runs workshops most years 

on growing, crafts, cooking, wildlife 

and associated topics. 

 We have two big events most years 

– a summer and an autumn event, 

plus scarecrow festivals in the past! 

 Dig In usually attends local events 

such as Stapleford Carnival, The 

Hemlock Happening, and the 

Stapleford and District Garden 

Holders Association Horticultural 

Show (with our prize-winning 

grapes!)  

 We link with other local community 

gardens through Nottingham 

Growing Network. 

 

Who’s Who 2021 
Chair: David  

Secretary: Debbie  

Treasurer: Alex 

Committee members: 

Angela 
Claire 
Helen 
Kath 
Jill 
Jim 
Pat 
Pip – Stapleford Town Council rep 
Karen: Sessional Worker 

 

Where to find us:  

Albany Allotments Site, Pasture Road, Stapleford, Nottingham, NG9 8HZ (near the 
Man Of Iron Pub) Buses: 15 and 21 - bus stop right outside 

Get in Touch! 

Email volunteering@diginstapleford.org.uk  

Website http://www.diginstapleford.org.uk 

Blog http://digincommunityallotment.blogspot.com/  

Facebook www.facebook.com/groups/DigInStapleford/ 

Twitter https://twitter.com/DigInStapleford 

Dig In volunteers in late 2019 
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